THE INTERNET
INVENTORS APOLOGIZE
FOR LETTING GOOGLE
AND IN-Q-TEL TURN THE
WEB INTO A SOUL-
SUCKING PRIVACY-
RAPING NIGHTMARE

Even those who designed our
digital world are aghast at
what they created. A
breakdown of what went
wrong — from the architects

who built it.

By Noah Kulwin

Something has gone wrong with the internet. Even
Mark Zuckerberg knows it. Testifying before Congress, the
Facebook CEO ticked off a list of everything his platform
has screwed up, from fake news and foreign meddling in the
2016 election to hate speech and data privacy. “We didn’t
take a broad enough view of our responsibility,” he
confessed. Then he added the words that everyone was
waiting for: “I'm sorry.”

There have always been outsiders who criticized the tech
industry — even if their concerns have been drowned out by
the oohs and aahs of consumers, investors, and journalists.
But today, the most dire warnings are coming from the
heart of Silicon Valley itself. The man who oversaw the
creation of the original iPhone believes the device he helped
build is too addictive. The inventor of the World Wide Web
fears his creation is being “weaponized.” Even Sean Parker,
Facebook’s first president, has blasted social media as a
dangerous form of psychological manipulation. “God only
knows what it’s doing to our children’s brains,” he lamented
recently.

To understand what went wrong — how the Silicon Valley
dream of building a networked utopia turned into a
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